
 

Joyful Literacy Word Study 
Adapted from The Next Step Forward in Word Study and Phonics (Richardson & Dufresne: Scholastic, 2019) 

Section One: Word Study by Skill Focus and Reading Stage 
 

STAGE GRADE LEVEL FOUNTAS & 
PENNELL LEVELS 

PM BENCHMARK 
LEVELS 

SKILLS 

1. Pre-Readers  Early Childhood 
Education 

N/A N/A Letter names and 
sounds 

2. Emergent 
Readers 

Kindergarten 
Grades K/1 

A 
B 

1 
2 

Consonants 

3. Early Readers Grade 1 
Grades 1/2 

D to G 
H to I 

5/6 to 11/12 
13 to 16 

Initial Digraphs 
Final Digraphs 
Initial Blends 
Final Blends 
Digraphs and Blends 
Silent e 
Inflectional endings 

4. Transitional 
Readers 

Grade 2 
Grades 2/3 
Grade 3 
Grades 3/4 

J to K 
L to M 
N 
O to P 

18 to 20 
21 to 22 
23 
24 to 25 

Silent e 
R-controlled vowels 
Vowel patterns: 
ee,ow,all,ill,ell,ay, 
ar,or,oo,ai,oi,oa,ou, 
ea (long),ea (short) 
ow(long),ew,aw,igh 
Inflectional endings 
with spelling change: 
(e-drop, doubling, 
change y to i) 
Compound words 

5. Fluent Readers Grade 4 Q to R 26 to 27 Prefixes 
Suffixes 
Affixes 
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Section Two: Word Study with Goals for Each Reading Stage 
 

1. Word Study Goals for Pre-Readers  

• Identify 40 or more upper- and lower case letters by name. ............................ ❑ 

• Learn 8+ letter sounds. ..................................................................................... ❑ 

• Hear and identify the initial consonant sound in a word. .................................. ❑ 

• Write his or her own name. .............................................................................. ❑ 

• Learn correct letter formation. ......................................................................... ❑ 

 

2. Word Study Goals for Emergent Readers 

• Identify all consonants and short vowels by name and sound. ......................... ❑ 

• Form letters correctly. ...................................................................................... ❑ 

• Hear and record sounds in consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words. ............. ❑ 

• Read and write about 30 high frequency words. .............................................. ❑ 

• Use knowledge of letters, sounds, and words to read and write simple texts. . ❑ 

 

3. Word Study Goals for Early Readers 

• Monitor for visual information. (Does it look right?) ......................................... ❑ 

• Check one source of information against another.  .......................................... ❑ 
(Does it look right and make sense?)  

• Take two-syllable words apart (to-day). ............................................................ ❑ 

• Recognize automatically a large number of high frequency words. .................. ❑ 

• Learn and use digraphs, blends, and vowel patterns to read and  .................... ❑ 
write new words. 

• Break unfamiliar words at their onset and rime (st-and, fl-ap). ........................ ❑ 

• Use known words to problem-solve unknown words  ...................................... ❑ 
(day – stay, jump – stump). 
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4. Word Study Goals for Transitional Readers 

• Learn and use three-letter consonant clusters (str-, spr-, thr-). ........................ ❑ 

• Learn and use silent e and vowel patterns to read and write new words. ........ ❑ 

• Understand spelling changes when adding inflectional endings  ...................... ❑ 
(slam-slammed, happy-happily, country-countries). 

• Sound the first part of the word and think about the story (ter-rific). ............... ❑ 

• Break words at the onset, rime, and ending (spr-int-ing). ................................. ❑ 

• Break the word in syllables (ten-ta-cles). .......................................................... ❑ 

• Break the word at the affix (im-polite). ............................................................. ❑ 

• Break compound words (water-proof). ............................................................. ❑ 

• Use analogies (boy-voyage). ............................................................................. ❑ 

• Always check for meaning. ............................................................................... ❑ 

 

5. Word Study Goals for Fluent Readers 

• Break a polysyllabic word into syllables (de -reg – u – late)  ............................. ❑ 
or morphemes (de – regulate). 

• Recognize meaningful units that will help define words. 

o Identify an affix (de in deregulate). ......................................................... ❑ 

o Use the meaning of an affix to figure out the meaning of a word ........... ❑  
(de means opposite so deregulate means the opposite of regulate). 

• Learn the meanings of common affixes. ........................................................... ❑ 

• Make connections between words with similar morphemes  ........................... ❑ 
(deregulate, deconstruct, dehumanize). 

• Use morphological analysis and the context of the word/sentence  ................. ❑ 
to determine meaning. 

• Spell polysyllabic words by hearing and recording syllables and parts. ............. ❑ 
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Section Three:  

Word Study Appendix 
 
 
 

Emergent Word Student Inventory (Levels A - C) ........................................................... 5 

Early Word Study Inventory (Levels D - F) ...................................................................... 6 

Early Word Student Inventory (Levels G - I) ................................................................... 7 

Transitional Word Study Inventory (Levels J – P) ........................................................... 8 

Word Lists for Emergent Readers  
– CVC words for Making Words and Sound Boxes ......................................................... 9 

Word Lists for Digraphs and Blends ............................................................................. 10 

Word Lists for Vowel Patterns ..................................................................................... 11 

Common Prefixes ......................................................................................................... 13 

Common Suffixes ......................................................................................................... 14 

Common Roots ............................................................................................................ 15 

Shortcut: The Most Common Word Families ............................................................... 16 
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