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Diamond Vale  
Elementary 

School 

October saw students in 
Division 2 & 3 learning 

about the significance of 
Diwali, with both classes 

having the opportunity to 
participate in art activities 

led by Mrs. Yadav and 
Mrs. Kaur.   

Students in Division 2 also had a visit from the Invasive Species Council of 
BC  and learned about the difference and significance of native and invasive 

species. 

Our primary classes made their 
annual trips to the Pumpkin 

Patch and had fun celebrating 
the traditions of fall.  

To line up with Remembrance Day, 
our Grandfather teaching for Novem-

ber is courage.  We will be helping 
students to understand that it is im-
portant to do the right thing, even 

when it’s hard.   

We have received a grant of $195 000 to update and im-
prove accessibility for our intermediate playground.  All 
classes have had the opportunity to look at the potential 

playground designs and provide feedback on features 
they like or would change.  



There are lots of fun stories coming out of Merritt Secondary this month! 

Our volleyball teams are wrapping up a successful season with both senior boys’ and girls’ team earning a berth at the 
Okanagan Championships and our cross-country team had one athlete earn a berth at the provincial championships!  

The school-wide Battloween was a huge success. It saw all the students come together and compete in multi-age groups 
against one another.  The smiles and laughter were contagious.   

Twenty-four science students took to Vancouver Island and the Bamfield Science Center for a week long educational 
experience. Seeing whales, sealions and other marine life was definitely the highlight. 

The Grade 12 students all had the opportunity to take part in the first sitting of the Literacy 12 Assessment which is a graduation re 
quirement.  The students showed perseverance through the lengthy exam.   

Merritt Secondary was well represented at the British Columbia Leadership Conference in late October. The event brought together 
hundreds of students from around the province for a 4-day event. The student participated in some community service activities and 
spent time learning about building a positive school culture and how they can lead that work.  

Finally, our leadership classes in conjunction with the band class lead a very meaningful Remembrance Day Assembly.  It included 
participation by our own Colour Guard, a poetry reading, some music played by the band and then a student performing the Last 
Post and Reveille on the tuba. Witnessing the ceremony organized and led by our students sent a powerful message to our school 
community.  

 





PSS Rapids swim team made it to provincials In Richmond. They 
wound up in 2





Rock Ridge trip—Photography 

Junior Grade 9 girls Volleyball 

Senior girls Volleyball 

Jennifer Nielsen author visit 



From making borax 

bouncy balls, straw 

rockets, and balloon 

powered cars, to ex-

ploring the rock cycle 

through experimenta-

tion, students had a 

blast with our guest Sci-

ence Bob! 

Jennifer A. Nielsen, an author of historical fiction for 

young adults, came and shared her advice to young 

aspiring writers during a school wide presentation, and 

led a workshop for a small group of keen writers. Her 

books have been checked out of our school library by 

many students since this highly engaging presentation.  

Members of the Princeton Posse have spent time with 

grade 4 and 5 students at VFE practicing their read-

ing, and stick handling skills during group reading 

and class wide floor hockey times. Thank you to the 

Posse for being positive role models to our young 

learners. 

Halloween was celebrated at VFE dur-

ing a spirit week including crazy hair or 

hat day, Halloween colour day, jersey 

day, pajama day, and costume dress 

up day. Students in the after-school 

Homework Club also had the oppor-

tunity to carve a pumpkin.  



Early Learning and Child Care 

Primary students attending bowling for their after school program! 

Central StrongStart 



Annual Halloween 

Costume Parade 

The Annual Pumpkin Roll 

Remembrance Day Assembly—Students read: In Flanders Fields, 

Mr. Norris is the Bagpiper. 



October &  November @ SCIDES 

• SCIDES held a virtual Remembrance 
Day assembly on Friday  

• Artwork and picture of the students 
from the Principal visit to Lions Peak 
Hockey Academy 

• Grade 3-5 and also gr 6-7 group Hal 
loween pics from Lions Peak. 

• Pizza slice student is local SCIDES 
student and he responded to our re 
quest for a costume picture 



Important Dates:   

Community Learning Centre (CLC) 

Over the last month at CLC students have had some 
wonderful learning opportunities.  During one of their 
“out-days” they worked with our Indigenous Student 
Advocate to harvest traditional plants.  Upon returning 
to the school they sorted, prepared, and started the 
drying process.  These finds will become teas and med 
icines for future use. Students also had the opportunity 
to visit the Desert Farm Pumpkin Patch in Ashcroft.  It 
was a beautiful, autumn day filled with fun activities 
and collecting pumpkins. Finally, on Halloween day, 
Scw’exmx Child & Family brought over some inflatable 
games and set up a themed Lunch and Learn. We are 
hopeful the beautiful fall weather to continue. 


